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NOTES AND NEWS 



Science for July 14 publishes the Phi Beta Kappa oration delivered 
by Professor Royce before the Harvard Chapter of the society on June 
29. Professor Royce took for his theme " James as a Philosopher," em- 
phasizing particularly what in James's philosophy he regards as making 
significantly for the advance of American culture. In this connection he 
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classifies James with Edwards and Emerson, naming the three as our 
most nationally representative philosophers. " Of these three there can 
be little question that, at the present time, the most widely known abroad 
is James. Emerson has indeed found a secure place in the minds of the 
English-speaking lovers of his type of thought everywhere; and has had 
an important part in the growth of some modern German tendencies. 
But James has already won, in the minds of French, of German, of 
Italian, and of still other groups of foreign readers, a position which 
gives him a much more extended range of present influence than Emerson 
has ever possessed." We quote also the following paragraph as illustra- 
tive of the spirit of the oration : " What interests us is that, in ' The Will 
to Believe,' as well as in ' The Pluralistic Universe,' this beautifully mani- 
fold, appreciative, and humane mind, at once adequately expressed, and, 
with true moral idealism transcended the caprices of recent American 
ethics. To this end he lavishly used the resources of the naturalist, of 
the humanist, and of the ethical dialectician. He saw the facts of human 
life as they are, and he resolutely lived beyond them into the realm of 
the spirit. He loved the concrete but he looked above towards the larger 
realm of universal life. He often made light of the abstract reason, but 
in his own plastic and active way he uttered some of the great words of 
the universal reason, and he has helped his people to understand and to 
put into practise these words." 

The British Psychological Society met at Manchester on June 24. 
The following papers were read: Note on the perception of movement in 
the environment, Dr. T. Graham Brown; The experimental investigation 
of emotional dispositions, C. Burt; A new classification of experiences, 
Dr. H. Watt; A simple teaching apparatus for illustrating Listing's law, 
Professor C. S. Sherrington; A chemical comparison of the brain sub- 
stance of the child and the adult, Professor J. Lorrain Smith and Dr. 
W. Mair. 

The fifteenth Oxford Summer Meeting will be held at Oxford from 
August 3 to 28. The general scheme of lectures is intended to illustrate 
the place and part of Germany in world history, and its contribution to 
literature, art, science, theology, and philosophy. 

The South African Association for the Advancement of Science held 
its ninth annual meeting at Bulawayo from the third to the eighth of July, 
under the presidency of Professor P. D. Hahn. 

The fortieth meeting of the Erench Association for the Advancement 
of Science will be held this year at Dijon from July 31 to August 5, when 
M. Charles Lallemand will be the president. 

Dr. Arthur Orlo Norton, assistant professor of education at Har- 
vard, is writing a history of the German universities, and he is now in 
Italy to consult the libraries, especially in Florence and Padua. 

A monument to John Stuart Mill is being erected at Avignon, where 
he resided during the last years of his life, and where he died in 1873. 



